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The ancient masters of war first made their armies invincible, then waited until the adversary
could with certainty be defeated. The causes of defeat come from within; victory is born in the
enemy’s camp. (C)
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Thus it is that in war the victorious strategist seeks battle after the victory has been won, whereas
he who is destined to defeat first fights and afterwards looks for victory. (G)
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For the rule is the survey of land; the measure tells the amount of that land’s produce; the
tables its populations: from the scales their weight or quality is made known; and then can we
calculate victory or defeat. (C)
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A victorious army, opposed to a routed one, is as a pound’s weight placed in the scale against a
single grain. (G)
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The attack of conquering forces is as the outburst of long pent up waters into sunken valleys.
Such are the orders of battle. (C)
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